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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 28 February 2008 is/are: a)|3 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 14, 15 & 24 objected to because of the following informalities: 
Antecedent problems. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-15, 19, 22, 25-30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by applicant cited Wojtacki et al. 

Wojtacki discloses a modular electrical jack connector system 2 comprising: at 
least one jack connector housing 6; and at least one therein inserted jack connector- 
subassembly 4; wherein the jack connector housing is formed for the purpose of 
modular adjacent stringing to at least one further jack connector housing fig. 1; 
wherein each jack connector housing comprises a front coupling side fig. 5 having 
at least two openings (e.g. 40, 42) which openings are disposed one above the other 



Application/Control Number: 10/597,434 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2839 

for the purpose of receiving a variety of electrical plug connectors (claim 1 lines 
42-43) through the front coupling side and an oppositely disposed with respect to 
the front coupling side rear side fig. 1 for the purpose of inserting at least one jack 
connector subassembly; and wherein each jack connector subassembly 4 comprises 
a longitudinal strip-like carrier 14 having a substantially right-angled profile fig. 12 
and having on the top and on the bottom respectively a series of extrusion-coated 
or injection-molded jack terminals 28 which extrusion-coated or injection-molded 
jack terminals embody at a front end of the strip-like carrier uncoated and bent- 
back cantilevered contact portions fig. 14 which uncoated and bent-back 
cantilevered contact portions are disposed aligned in an upper opening 40 and/or 
into a lower opening 42 of the jack connector housing. 

Claim 2 Wojtacki discloses that each jack connector housing is formed out of a 
plastic material and for the purpose of receiving respectively one jack connector 
subassembly fig. 1. 

Claim 3 Wojtacki discloses that respectively one metallic shield 10 is inserted 
between individual adjacently strung jack connector housings fig. 1. 
Claim 4 Wojtacki discloses that the strip-like carrier 14 is modularly constructed 
out of two stackable carrier halves fig. 15 wherein each half comprises an 
extrusion-coated or injection-molded arrangement of jack terminals. 
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Claim 5 Wojtacki discloses that a metallic shield plate 330 is disposed sandwich- 
like between two carrier halves. 

Claim 6 Wojtacki discloses that the extrusion-coating of the jack connectors up to 
the uncoated area of the contact portions forms a bump or knuckle-like thickening 
(fig. 9 at 222). 

Claim 7 Wojtacki discloses that the strip-like carrier modular is modularly 
constructed out of two stackable identical carrier halves fig. 13 and wherein each 
carrier half respectively comprises a complementarity formed engaging device fig. 
15. 

Claim 8 Wojtacki discloses that for the purpose of signal conditioning the jack 
connector subassembly comprises correspondingly adapted component modules 
which correspondingly adapted component modules are disposed at least 
adjacently with respect to a top surface of the strip-like carrier fig. 2 A. 
Claim 9 Wojtacki discloses that a variety of different conditioning component 
modules 22, 24 is connectable with the jack connector subassembly. 
Claim 10 Wojtacki discloses that the jack connector subassembly comprises a 
variety of signal pins 20 which signal pins extend outwards on one side fig. 1 . 
Claim 1 1 Wojtacki discloses that the jack connector subassembly comprises pins 
for an inline power supply fig. 2A. 
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Claims 12-13 Wojtacki discloses that the jack comiector subassembly comprises 
two separated carrier plates 18 and particularly printed circuit boards for the 
purpose of mechanically holding together the components and their electrical 
circuitry encompassed by the jack connector subassembly fig. 2 A wherein the 
carrier plates is disposed the strip-like carrier. 
Claim 14 Wojtacki discloses that the carrier plates 18 at least one 
electrical/electronic components encompassing box-type module 22, 24. 
Claim 15 Wojtacki discloses that the outside of the carrier plates are disposed 
electricayelectronic components 24. 

Claim 19 Wojtacki discloses that the jack connector housing or housings is/are 
disposed on at least one earth plate 12 and particularly a printed circuit board 
which printed circuit board comprises openings fig. 1 for the purpose of receiving 
the out of each jack connector subassembly guided signal pins 20. 
Claim 22 Wojtacki discloses that the jack connector housing or housings is or are 
encompassed by an external shield housing 8. 

Claim 25 Wojtacki discloses that stringing together the jack connector housings 
said jack connector housings comprise respectively complementarily developed 
fastening devices (fig. 2A various). 
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Claim 26 Wojtacki discloses that at least intermediately strung and/or stringable 
jack connector housings are identically constructed fig. 1. 
Regarding independent claims 27-29 their rejections are encompassed in the 
rejection of claim 1. 

Claim 30 Wojtacki discloses that the strip-like carrier is modularly constructed out 
of two stackable identical carrier halves fig. 2 and wherein each carrier half 
respectively comprises complementary engaging means fig. 2A. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering 
patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the 
subject matter of the various claims was commonly owned at the time any 
inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a). 
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5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 16-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wojtacki et al as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Boutros. 
Wojtacki does not disclose LED pins or wave guide guiding channels. 
Boutros discloses right angle LED pins 20 whose light is guidable via a wave 
guide 32 to the front coupling side fig. 3 and guiding channels 40 contain the wave 
guides. At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the connector housing of Wojtacki et al with 
LEDs and wave guides (or light guides) as taught by Boutros. The motivation for 
this addition to Wojtacki is well known in the art and would be to allow some type 
of sturdy indication for the modular jack connector stringing arrangement. 

7. Claims 20-2 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wojtacki et al as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of De Young et al. 
Wojtacki does not disclose that the "earth plate" is multi layered and carrying 
electronic components. 
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De Young discloses a multi layered (col. 2 lines 65-66) earth plate or board 14 
with traces fig. 1. At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the "earth plate" of Wojtacki to be 
multi layered and contain traces (for structure and better noise reduction value) as 
taught by Boutros. 

8. Claims 23-24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wojtacki et al. 

Wojtacki does not disclose using soldering to connect the two part external shield 8 
to the jack connector housing. 

At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the tried and true method of soldering to connect the external 
shield to the jack housing. The claim would have been obvious because the 
technique for improving a particular class of devices was part of the ordinary 
capabilities of a person of ordinary skill in the art, in view of the teaching of the 
technique for improvement in other situations. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael C. Zarroli whose telephone number is 
571-272-2101. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 4:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, T.C. Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext 39. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 
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/Michael C. Zarroli/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 
2839 

/M. C. Z./ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2839 
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